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Questions

Why did they leave Japan?

Why did some settle in Britain?

What happened to the descendants?

What was the cultural legacy?



Why leave Japan?

; _ Ml Anping

Ayutthaya "2
= p
% |

oy




Sz
7

EES

Acrobatics
Karuwaza

Edo street
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1800s scroll at Metropolitan Museum of Art
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Why did some settle in

Britain?




JAPANESE JAPANESE!!

NEW VICTORIA HALL,

First Visit to this Towa.

S —

NORWICH.

_ . . SATURD Monday, 5th of May, and
TOMMY THE WOLF RY EVENING a4 ElG ‘ follewing Nights.
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The Japanese troupes in Norfolk 1868-1882

August - “A Japanese troupe” December — Motto Laura Matilda
perform at Mr Harvey’s (MP for April-May — Tannaker’s Japanese Kitchi born to Yasokichi and
Thetford)’s fete at Crown Point Royal Tycoon Dragon Troupe at at Victoria Hall (became Theatre Emma, baptised February 1884 at

Hall (now Whitlingham Hall) Regent’s Hall, Great Yarmouth de Luxe) St Martin at Palace Plain
August — Risley’s Imperial June — Tannaker’s Japanese April — Tannaker’s Temple of
Japanese Troupe at Regent’s Hall, Troupe (mostly Great Dragon Japan at Victoria Hall & Norwich
Great Yarmouth Troupe) at Dix’s Land, Unthank workhouse
Road

December — Tannaker’s Japanese
Tycoon Troupe at St Andrew’s Hall



Matsui Gensui
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Professor Risley’s Imperial Japanese Troupe




What happened to the

descendants?




Great Dragon
Troupe/Tannaker/Tycoon
members who settled in
Britain 1869

* Kondo Fudekichi (6-187Z3, '_;; LA
married Julia Knight in 1873, & |
VR

settled in Brighto

e Kagami Omoio (b 1843) &
Godayuu (b 1844) (settied in
Australia after being/iased in
Britain in 1870s)

* Ogawa Torakichi (b 1853, wire g * “fﬁ_ T i
walker, married Isabella Hunter | U ﬁ-
in 1872, moved to Germany . 1 “;] ﬁ-ﬂ '}4}
1885) \ !




Ogawa Torakichi




Great Dragon
Troupe/Tannaker/Tycoon
members who settled in
Britain (1870)

* Kondo Yasokichi b 1853-55,
juggler, block manipulator,
married Emma Corbett 1876, d
1920)

* Kondo Torakichi b 1855-1858
married Alice Daniels in 1873.
Condo and Son/Condos and little
Miss Una. Connected to Ando
troupe. Died 1925)
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Great Dragon
Troupe/Tannaker/Tycoon
members who settled in

Britain — 18/8-1882

e Sekine Sho b 1832, wire walker,
married Harriet Beddowes 1879
d 1911

e Sekine Ichitaro b 1857-60,
balancing and block, married
Nagahama Sua 1886, d 1899

e Sekine Kintaro b 1864-6, wire
walker, married Lily Fitzgerald
1888, d 1901




Japanese troupes
in Norfolk 1890-
1903




Japanese performers in Norfolk 1900s-
1910s

5

Souveni
des habirues du2™er3=*
Rangdu Nouveau Cirque
| deland 30 8% 1904.

Yamamoto et M!"e Koyoshi
Célebres Equilibristes Japonais.
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The Deguchi Japanese Troupe.

Who bad the Tonour of appreving at the Roval garden paniy st Mardborangh Toase,
Iact Julv. head tie biil & the Flretwaod Palsce mext weck. Thee mse an esosidion

Japanese performers in
Norfolk 1920s to post
war




What was the cultural

legacy?




The Mikado and all tha




Rope or
wire
walking

4

'22 3R
L ey
“ i

o P

] of

.“:v‘...:!/.»,

ey
g

MR

4
»

o~

¥

N
v

sk
T

%N

OW DTN v e a DN AT
A'@-N/N SR AN ¢



Tub and ladder
balancing
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THE CHILDREN- HAVE BEEN TO SEE THE JAPAN




Butterfly
fanning
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Kyokugoma
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Thank you to the family! To Dr Robert H. Sayers, for generously
sharing his photograph collection and his insights —and also all the
other researchers and the relatives for their tips and
encouragement
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